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VIII was Pope, he turned his attention to other matters in
which his abilities were better able to find scope. The family
now consisted of Ferdinand and Vittoria (he being by this
time thirty and she nineteen), Prince Giovanni Caikv7 now
twenty-nine, Prince Mattias, twenty-seven; the Princess
Anna, twenty-four; and Prince Leopold, twenty-three One
sister and one brother were dead, while the third sister (Mai-
gherita) was Duchess of Parma. Under the influence of his
young wife Vittoria the splendour of the court continued to
increase, and in 1640 Ferdinand determined on a further
enlargement of the Grand Ducal palace. The enlargement of
the palace which Ferdinand now carried out again nearly
doubled it in size. Cosimo IPs additions had made the palace
a large square block, three storeys high, the facade towards
the Via Romana having thirteen windows. To this Ferdinand
now added two more great wings (two stories high) in pro-
longation, each way, of the front portion of the palace, thus
increasing the fagade to its present length of twenty-three
windows, at the same time adding the buildings round the
two inner courtyards. At the eastern end he constructed a
corridor uniting that end of the palace with the Passaggw.^

These additions gave a magnificent range of State apart-
ments on the first floor, consisting of about sixty rooms, the
private apartments being chiefly on the upper floor. As soon
2s the additions to the palace were completed Ferdinand
caused the whole of the apartments on the first floor to be
splendidly decorated with ceiling-pain Lings by Piero Berre-
tini da Corlona, Giro Ferri, and other artists. The recent
discoveries in astronomy made by Galileo were memorialised
in these decorations, each of the new rooms being dedicated
to one of the planets (or to such subjects as Prometheus, the
Iliad, Flora, etc.), and Cortona's splendid ceiling-paintings
being made to accord with the dedication.

Thus increased to its present size the Grand Ducal palace
of Tuscany became a model which several other sovereigns
endeavoured in after years to copy,20 though without attaining